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of you already have heard about the auto accident that Reed and I s 
al + who haven't...we were rear-ended at speed by a much Laer Tee: 
jpn tok off, leaving an undamaged car, but a banged-up driver, me. My neck, shoulder and us 
ad sprained pretty badly. I had them treated but, foolishly, kept playing guitar and put in 
jog bours in Septmeber on the Omaha picture disk. After that, | was really fucked up, and for 
more months, was pretty much totally unable to do anything strenuous...like sitting 
“aon have improved in the last few weeks...obviously, since you now hold wre al ie 
hands. They should continue to do so as long as I don’t do anything stupid, like try ine to 
if piano or something. Many, many thanks to all of you who sent cards and letters. They really 
me feel a lot less isolated at a time when | was virtually housebound. 
Now let's see if we can finally make bi-monthly a reality in 1989. 
xKekke 

We'd like to take this opportunity to note the passing of Markalan Joplin, a well-known Califor- 
nia fan and comics writer. We had only met him once, briefly, at last year's San Diego convention, 
but we have heard from a number of his closer acquaintances about what a great guy he was. He 
died of AIDS, the news of which, sadly, some people have ted to suppress. | think one of the 
batt things we could do to remember him is to do all we can to raise people's consciousness about 
the disease, and contribute to AIDS research, NOW. We can’t afford to lose good people. 

Mark's complaint in his letter to us in #10, about the character names in Omaha getting too 
boring, has been taken to heart. | can only hope that he would have approved of the name we 
gave to Omaha's ex-husband. 
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Related to the above..Strip AIDS USA is out. Have you bought your copy yet? | really beliewe 
itis one of the most stunning collections of comic art ever assembled. It is available trom Last Gasp 
ind supportive retailers, and the proceeds will go to the Shanti Project, an AIDS education clearing 
Nioute based in San Francisco, but serving organizations all over the country. So ask for Strip AIDS 

at your local comic or book store. Encourage them to carry it. You'll be helping a good 
Cause, and giving yourself a treat. 
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Last, I'd like to thank all the fans who came to the Kitchen Sink table during the San Dhego 
tonvention. It's always fun to put faces to our readers. | had a great time at the con and I expect 
that we'll both be there next year. We also plan to be at the following cons: Congenial —March 
17-18, Racine WI. Small, science fiction relaxacon. Minicon — March 24-26, Bloomington MN 
(utual science fiction convention of the Mn Science Fictian Society. Inquisition — Ms» 12-14, 
Wichita KS, Fantasy comics convention. Chicago Comicon — June 30-July 2. Look us up a 
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